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As a researcher who has devoted part of her career to studying the Darevskia praticola 
complex, I want to appeal for the preservation of the generic name Darevskia (Case 
3711), because I think that this is the only solution that is nomenclaturally justified. My 
opinion is based on the following:

Almost simultaneously, several authors (Arribas, 1997, 1999; Fu, 1998; Harris et al., 
1998), based on molecular (Fu, l.c.; Harris et al., l.c.) or on primarily morphological 
analyses (Arribas, 1997, 1999) confirmed the previous assumptions (Arnold, 1989) on 
the separation of Caucasian lacertid lizards into a distinct clade. Arribas (1997, 1999) 
and Harris et al. (1998) suggested that the Caucasian rock lizards together with the 
forest lizards “L”. praticola, “L”. derjugini and “L”. chlorogaster should be isolated 
in a separate genus. Similar observations had Fu (1998) considering that the subgenus 
Archaeolacerta – mountain lizards of Caucasus, Balkans and Iberian Peninsula (Mehely, 
1907; Darevsky, 1967) – is not monophyletic, and that the European “Archaeolacerta” 
and the Caucasian “Archaeolacerta” (“L”. saxicola complex) are not sister groups 
and must be considered as different genera. The same author, however, did not propose 
any names for these genera. Harris et al. (1998) proposed the name Caucasilacerta 
for a new genus, but without valid diagnosis. Given that Arribas named the genus as 
Darevskia in his doctoral dissertation a year earlier (Arribas, 1997), Caucasilacerta 
has been considered as a younger synonym (Bischoff, 2001). My opinion is that 
Caucasilacerta should be considered as a nomen nudum because of the lack of a valid 
diagnosis. Arribas (1997) gave a diagnosis for the genus Darevskia. The paper based 
on his PhD dissertation was published in 1999 in the Russian Journal of Herpetology.

Darevskia, as the only scientifically justified name, has been accepted by a large 
number of researchers, and widely used for 20 years in a large number of scientific 
papers. I personally used the name Darevskia in my doctoral thesis (Ljubisavljević, 
2004) and also in a number of papers that included analyses of the Darevskia praticola 
complex (Ljubisavljević et al., 2006, 2008; Ljubisavljević & Džukić, 2015; Tomović 
et al., 2014, 2015; Urošević et al., 2013, 2015, 2019).

Given these facts, I suggest the International Commission on Zoological 
Nomenclature to accept the publication Arribas (1997) and to place Darevskia (Arribas 
1997) on the Official List of Generic Names.



61Bulletin of Zoological Nomenclature 76 (30 April 2019) ISSN 2057-0570 (online)

References
Arnold EN (1989) Towards the phylogeny and biogeography of the Lacertidae: Relationships 

within an Old-World family of lizards derived from morphology. Bulletin of the British 
Museum (Natural History). Zoology 44: 291–339.

Arribas OJ (1997) Morfología, filogenia y biogeografía de las lagartijas de alta montaña de los 
Pirineos. Doctoral dissertation. Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona, Barcelona, 8 + 353 pp.

Arribas OJ (1999) Phylogeny and relationships of the mountain lizards of Europe and near 
east (Archaeolacerta Mertens, 1921,s.l.) and their relationships among the Eurasian lacertid 
radiation. Russian Journal of Herpetology 6: 1–22.

Bischoff W (2001) Übersicht der Arten und Unterarten der Familie Lacertidae. 6. Nachtrag. Die 
Eidechse 12 (1): 17–25.

Darevsky IS (1967) Skal’nye yashcheritsy Kavkaza. Nauka, Leningrad, 214 pp.
Fu J (1998) Toward the phylogeny of the family Lacertidae: implications from mitochondrial 

DNA 12S and 16S gene sequences (Reptilia: Squamata). Molecular Phylogenetics and 
Evolution 9: 118–130.

Harris DJ, Arnold EN, Thomas RH (1998) Relationships of lacertid lizards (Reptilia: Lacertidae) 
estimated from mitochondrial DNA sequences and morphology. Proceedings of the Royal 
Society B 165: 1939–1948.

Ljubisavljević K (2004) Morfološka diferencijacija, reproduktivne karakteristike i biogeografija 
šumskog guštera Darevskia praticola (Eversmann, 1834) (Lacertilia: Lacertidae). Doctoral 
dissertation. Biološki Fakultet Univerziteta u Beogradu, Beograd, 162 pp. [In Serbian, with 
English summary.]

Ljubisavljević K, Orlova VF, Džukić G, Kalezić ML (2006) Geographic patterns in 
morphological variation of the meadow lizard, Darevskia praticola (Lacertidae): taxonomical 
and biogeographical implications. Periodicum Biologorum 108 (1): 47–55.

Ljubisavljević K, Džukić G, Kalezić ML (2008) Female reproductive life history traits of the 
meadow lizard, Darevskia praticola (Eversmann, 1834) (Squamata: Lacertidae) from the 
westernmost boundary of the species range. Polish Journal of Ecology 56 (2): 289 – 297.

Ljubisavljević K, Džukić G (2015) Šumski gušter Darevskia praticola, Eversmann 1834 [182–
188]. In: Tomović Lj, Kalezić M, Džukić G (Eds), Crvena knjiga faune Srbije II. Gmizavci. 
Univerzitet u Beogradu - Biološki fakultet i Zavod za zaštitu prirode Srbije. Planeta print, 
Beograd, 265 pp. [In Serbian.]

Méhely L (1907) Archaeo-und Neolacerten. Annales Musei Historico-Naturalis Hungarici 5, 
469–493.

Tomović Lj, Ajtić R, Ljubisavljević K, Urošević A, Jović D, Krizmanić I, Labus N, Đorđević 
S, Kalezić ML, Vukov T, Džukić G (2014) Reptiles in Serbia - distribution and diversity 
patterns. Bulletin of the Natural History Museum (Belgrade) 7: 129–158.

Tomović Lj, Urošević A, Vukov T, Ajtić R, Ljubisavljević K, Krizmanić I, Jović D, Labus N, 
Đorđević S, Kalezić ML, Džukić G, Luiselli L (2015) Threatening levels and extinction risks 
based on distributional, ecological and life-history datasets (DELH) versus IUCN criteria - 
example of Serbian Reptiles. Biodiversity and Conservation 24 (12): 2913–2934.

Urošević A, Ljubisavljević K, Ivanović A (2013) Patterns of cranial ontogeny in lacertid lizards: 
morphological and allometric disparity. Journal of Evolutionary Biology 26: 399–415.

Urošević A, Ljubisavljević K, Tomović Lj, Krizmanić I, Ajtić R, Simović A, Labus N, Jović D, 
Golubović A, Anđelković M, Džukić G (2015) Contribution to the distribution and diversity 
of lacertid lizards in Serbia. Ecologica Montenegrina 2 (3): 197–227.

Urošević A, Ljubisavljević K, Ivanović A (2019) Multilevel assessment of the Lacertid lizard 
cranial modularity. Journal of Zoological Systematics and Evolutionary Research 57: 145–
158.


