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PODARCIS MURALIS (Wall L izard) . E L E V A T I O N . W a l l l izards 
are w i d e s p r e a d i n the n o r t h e r n h e m i s p h e r e , w e l l b e y o n d their 
nat ive range i n s o u t h e r n E u r o p e , a n d are c u r r e n t l y spreading in 
N o r t h A m e r i c a (Engelstoft et a l . 2020. Nor thwest . Nat . 101:50-55) 
a n d n o r t h w e s t e r n E u r o p e ( W h i l e et a l . 2015. Proc . R . Soc. L o n d . 
B 282:20142638). H u n d r e d s of n e w popula t ions have s t e m m e d 
f r o m deliberate in t roduct ions (Kolbe et a l . 2013. B i o l . I n v a s i o n s 
15:775-783) , but also as acc identa l in t roduct ions associated w i t h 
cargo carr ied by plane, boat, or t ruck (Michae l ides et a l . 2015. 
Molec . E c o l . 24 :2702-2714) . U p - s l o p e range extens ion is also 
k n o w n to occur as a consequence of c l imate change i n m o u n 
ta inous e n v i r o n m e n t s . I n the Pyrénées for ins tance , Podareis re¬
cords n o w a d a y s a b o u n d above 1800 m a n d exist up to at least 
2400 m ( G . Pottier, pers. c o m . ) . 

A t 1240 h on 12 October 2021 , w e observed a m a l e sub-
adul t P. muralis (F ig . 1) on the observat ion p la t forms at P i c d u 
M i d i de Bigorre Observatory, F r a n c e (42.93558°N, 0 .14258°E; 
W G S 84; 2809 m elev.) . A l t h o u g h P. muralis are a b u n d a n t i n all 
areas s u r r o u n d i n g the s u m m i t w h e r e the P i c d u M i d i de Bigorre 
is located, they have not been f o u n d above 2340 m , despite 
extensive surveys c o n d u c t e d i n 2020 a n d 2 0 2 1 . T h i s observat ion 
is a 469 m e levat ional ex tens ion for this species , a n d we suspect 
this w a s a h u m a n - m e d i a t e d d ispersa l . T h i s area is e x p e r i e n c i n g 
c o m m e r c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t a n d receives hel icopter del ivered 
c o n s t r u c t i o n mater ia l s a n d it is l i k e l y the l izard h i t c h - h i k e d on 
c o n s t r u c t i o n related s h i p m e n t s . 

U p w a r d co lon iza t ion of P. muralis i n the Pyrénées , l i k e l y 
d r i v e n by c l imate w a r m i n g , has been reported (Pottier 2012. 
Ministére de l 'Écologie, d u D é v e l o p p e m e n t durable et de 
l 'Énergie, Bagnéres de Bigorre , F r a n c e ) , the species m a y also 
benef i t f r o m acc identa l h u m a n in t roduct ions s ince they are 
tolerant of u r b a n habi ta ts (Pottier 2012, op. eit.; Gherghe l and 
T e d r o w 2019. A c t a Oecol . 101:103479). We hypothes ize our 
observat ion is a potent ia l f o u n d i n g event, a n d it is possible more 
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l izards are i n the area, or others m a y be inadver tent ly del ivered 
i n future cons t ruc t ion s u p p l y s h i p m e n t s . I t r e m a i n s to be 
seen w h e t h e r this f o u n d i n g event w i l l lead to a se l f - susta in ing 
p o p u l a t i o n at this record e levat ion , but due to their habi ts of 
o v e r w i n t e r i n g near heated faci l i t ies at the P i c d u M i d i , 469 m 
lower i n e levat ion , it is l i k e l y ( i .e . , reptiles have been reported to 
h ibernate ins ide or u n d e r bu i ld ings [Schulz 1996. A M o n o g r a p h 
of the C o l u b r i d Snakes of the G e n u s Elaphe F i tz inger . Koel tz 
Sc ient i f ic Books , H a v l i c k u v B r o d . 439 pp. ] ) . F u r t h e r m o n i t o r i n g 
is needed to c o n f i r m our hypothes i s . 

CONSTANT PERRY (e-mail: constant.perry@sete.cnrs.fr) and FABIEN 
AUBRET, Station d'Ecologie Théorique et Expérimentale du Centre Nation¬
al de la Recherche Scientifique, Unité Propre de Recherche 2001, Moulis, 
France (e-mail: faubret@gmail.com). 

2 
r 

Herpetological Review 53(1), 2022 

mailto:constant.perry@sete.cnrs.fr
mailto:faubret@gmail.com

