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the end of September or October to March-May, deper-rding on

Iocarion. Lizards fall into inactivity at an air temperature of +7.;

"C. The breeding season begins shortly after the end of hiberna-

tion; fights are observed berween males. Pairs remain rogether for

the reproductive season. Sand Lizards dig deep burrows of uP to

70 cm length. Benveen the end of May and the beginning ofJune,

females produce r-z clutches, each conraining 4-It eggs' The in-

cubation period lasts for about two monrhs. Hatchlings with a

body length of z3_3.4 cm emerge in July. They become sexually

mature after the second or third hibernation, at a body length

of 7-8 cm. The longevity of L. rt. boemica is 6-7 years in Dages-

tan. Sand Lizards feed on various insects and their larvae, spiders'

woodlice, earthworms, and molluscs. Large individuals mav eat

smaller lizards, including their own young.

Conservation status: The Sand Lizard is included in the Red Data

Books of Karelia, Moscow Tver, and the Tomsk regions, as well as

the Khanty-Mansi Autonomous Area.
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irdults brFig. 141:Jr.rr.enile Crtucasirrn Greer.r l-izards irre eirsilv distinguished fl'onl

tl.reir pale longituclinal stri;res. E.

Caucasian Green Lizard
Lacerta media LeNrz & Cvnfr.r, rgzo

Figs. 3-12-3 41, Map 7o

The Caucasian Green Lizard ofter-r settles among dense, prickl''

bushes on steep, stonv slopes and drops itself from a height of -l-.
merres at the slightest disturbance. Large lizards, especially m,rlc'

with strong limbs, are capable of making long iumps from storl.

to stone. When mr-rlberries ripen, these lizards show no aversiot-l t,'

eating the sweet fruits.

External appearance: This is the largest species of the genus Lttct;'-

ta, reachine a body length oF 17 cm, tail length of z1 cm or l.tlorc

and ;r body weight of 7o g. In the Russian part of the specic,

range, specimens are rypically smaller rhan in Transcaucasia. I\'1a1..

grow larger rhan females. A marsseteric scale is absent, and the n'nr-

par-ric scale is usually pronounced. There are usually four p,rirs .',:-

infralabials, less often five. The dorsal scales are hexagonerl anti

elongate, with strongly developed keels, and arranged in 4z-s('
rows at midbody. The row of rr-r6 femoral pores is short, ,rti,-l

does not reach the knee ioint; at the same time, external Pores i.ll'r

smaller than internal ones.

The dorsal surface of juveniles is dark brown or fulvous witl-r fi..
narroq greenish longitudinal stripes. Adult lizards are bright srecrl

with numerous small black spots and speckles, with a vermiculrttr

or reticulate pattern on the head. The r.rpper side of the hir-rdlec'

on females has round black spots. The ver-rter is yellowish-greetl il

males, and yellowish or white in females. During the breedirlg sc.r-

son, rhe lateralside of the head, throat, and somerimes the edges o:.

the body along the venter on the male acquire a bright, pale blLr.

to mid-blue colour, and the body becomes emerald green. Oficn'

there are also rounded blue spots on the sides of the fronr rhird.,:
the body. The tail and hindlegs are always green.

Distinguishing features: This species differs from the Fir,-.-

srreaked Green Lizard by its larger size and a short row of fen'ror.r.

pores that do not reach the knee.

Distribution and subspecies taxonomy: The Caucasian Grecrl

Lizard is common in eastern Türkey and r-rorth-western Iran. Ir-.

the Car-rcasus, it occurs sporadically in eastern and northern Getlr-

gia, in the foothills and mountainous regions of Azerbaiian rrrr.:

Armenia, and on the Black Sea coast in Abkhazia and Aiaria.

In Russia, it Iives in the valleys of the rivers of inland Dagestrin.

and in isolared localities on the Black Sea coasr of the Krasnod.rr

Territory.
Of the three to five currently recognized subspecies' the nonri-

notypical one, Z. m. media LeNrz & CvnfN, 19zo, inhabits th.

Caucasus. Previously', the Caucasus Green Lizard was considerc'l

a synonym of the polytypic species Lacerta trilinertta Br,oRrec'r.

1886, which was then divided into more than ten subspecies.

Natural history: The Caucasian Green Lizard lives in shrub thick-

ets, in juniper and pistachio-juniper arid, open forests, or decic{-

uous oak Forests. It is also found in vineyards, gardens, pricklr

and rocky hedges. In mountains, it is found up to z,6o0 m a.s.l.

but, in Dagestan, it does not occur at such high elevations. Pop'r-

ulirtion densities are uneven within the species' range. Whereas irl

Dasestan, in the surroundinss of the villages of Akhry and Rr-rtr.rl.

t
{

Head scales of ,r Il:rle Cattcrtsian Greer.r Lizard, Laccrta tttelia
E. Dux,lvev

Dur-rr'nv



':, !.1

1r.:'-t

l,*5

* ,-.

i ig. ;-t-+:.\n,,l.l nr.tl. (..tLt..trirttr (,ttr'tr I irar.l 1,,,,,.l l).tqcrr,trt

.iris specics is not r.rr., it is scrrrce rrnritnrl Borlilih village.'l'hcse

,:rLu'nrrl liz.rrcls rl\\'rtlic 1r'ont hibcntrttiolt bctnccn the sc.rltrl Itelf
,l'l:ebrLrru'r .urtl nricl-\lrrrch or cerlr',{pril, encl lcrrvc eqrrirt firl'
i\L'r'\\ inte ring .Ir rhe cncl ol Septcnrbct-.-l'lrcv clinrb u'ith c.tsc in

.]rrrrbs,rn.l tlees to hciqltrs of .r fcu'nretrcs. (,lLtc,.tsirut (,rcert L-iz-

.r',,1s cl ig ()nc nretl'r'l..rrtq or cvcn.lccpcr bttrrous. 
-l-h.- 

blccdinq

'.'.r.son bcqins in ,{pril. ln sortthcnr ,-\nle nirt encl crrste nr (,c<irqia,

t. nr,rlcs ploclrrce tu,r clLtrches pcr- \'e.lr: the ltrst. cont,tininq 9-r8
.gqs nrc.lslrling 9 x I- Irnl, .tt thc e Ircl ol-\l.rr', enrl thc secotttl.

.r rrh l.'ne r eggs. rl nronrh or eicrr rttrlrc lrttcr'. F.rr.h lerqc lcnralc

nr.n'l.rv irs nrrln\'.ls lo cqgs per-serlson. Harclrlinqs. :.9-l.i crtt

l()nq. cnre l'qe be tnce n nrici-f trlv rurcl cat'lv Scptcnrbcr'. 
'l his \pee ies

r..r.hc.r.scrttltl Inlrtr.lrit\'.tt thc ltqe olt\\'o verlrs..tt.t boclv lcrtgtlt ttf
.t eni (fc'rnrrles) rir'9.i cnr (nrrrlcs). Foo.l Ir.rirtlr consists olinsccts:
i',eetles. acri.loicls, brr ttcrH ies enrl rhei r c.rtcrp i l lrtrs. cl i l-rterans. encl
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Fies..t46-l-+:: (.rrspirrn (,re.rr l.izrrrri .Irtit'ttrt sttt,<irr,t.,r.{trlt nr,tle tlortt l)rtgestert.

l:- [)t :'-.rr r,r

ttliclt rnollLlscs, spirlcl's, elttl \\'()ocllicc. ()ccrt.siottrtllr'. lel'gc inclivitl-

Llrtls eet \'oultq lizercls ol othct' rrltcl the il' o\\'ll s[)ecies. .ts u'e ll rt:

nrrrlbe rries an.l gr,tprcs.

Conservation status: 
'l'hc (.rrr.rcrrsirin (lreerr l.iz.trcl rs iltcltrtlccl irt

rhc Recl l)eta IJoolis of ll.Lrssi.r, [)eqestan .ttt.l thc KI'rtstrotirtr'-le r'-

r i tcl rr'.

Caspian Green Lizard or Five-streaked Green Lizarc{ or

Striated Lizard
Lacerta strigdtll EtcHwnlo, t81t

Figs. ;+6-t5o. N{ap -r

Balric (lcrnrrrn nerLlrirlist Karl L-clLrarrl vttx [rlt.t tu-rt tr t]cscribccl

this species ft-ont thc cristertt corlst of thc (.espirtrl Se,r. u'llich is

rrou' i n southenr Tu rlitlen istrrtt.

External appearance: 
-l'hc (.aspiart (lree rt l.izarcl h.ts .t trl.rre slcrl-

cler hebitus rrncl ,r lonqer teil than the Sarrd [-izercl. Ir ttt.tr'ittl:rilt rt

bojy lelgth of Ir.r cllt, e tail lcrtgtlt 9f :r.t cltt,.tlttl ,t [ricly 11ciqllr

ol +8 e.
'l'he rtrrtssctcric enc] tvlttpaltic shiclcls rtt'e tlsrlellv uelI .leflIlcti.

Tlie dorsel scales rlrc Itrlrro\r'n'itlt loltgirLrtliltel liccls: lc'tllorrtl

pores relch rhe [rcncl of thc l<uce. \irtrng liz.errls irrr l)r()\\'lrish-olir','

u'ith Hve nrlrro\\', longitLrtlir-ral pele striPes. IIt rrtltrlts. tiarli bt'ol'rr

or blecli s1-,ots encl specklcs rrrc locetcci betu'een tlic srl'ipes. I)ale

clorsel brrncls lrrsr longcr-in lcuralcs, n'hilc in rrreles rher'.tl'c elntttst

Lultoticcrrblc.-l-he tlppcr'.sitle oltthe :.ttrtcr-ior thircl ,rf thc boclv is

Lrslally qrccp, arttl its hiltcl pert. ilrcltrclirlg thc lirlrbs arrtl trlil. el'c

oliye-firlvt)Lrs. I hc vrntcr i.s grecnish or qree nish-r'e llou' itt Ittrtles

,tlcl usurrlly u hitc in flrtrrtles, u'itltottt sp()ts. l)Lrrinq the brccclillg

scirson. the hcecl. throrrt, encl siclcs of-the Ireck o1-rhc tttrtlcs,tl'c cl,trli

bluc. n'hile thosc ttf fLnrrtlcs l'recttltte grcertish-t'cllou'.

Distinguishing features: '[-his 
s1'rccics ,-]ifcrs fl'ortt the Serrcl I-iz.ard

bi.its lrabittrs, jtn'enilc prttterrt, ettcl havinq.l tvrrrpenic shiclcl. It is

clistiltqLrishccl fl'ortt tltc (.etrcesirtlt (,r'ee rt Liz.artl bt' lottqe r t'ou's tlf

linror,rl porcs, rceching, to thc kltce jttirtt.

Distribution and subspecies: 
.l-he (.espian (lree rr l.iz.ertl inhebits

nr,rirrlv thc c:rstcrn hell of the (.rrr-rcrtstts. IIr 
'll'rttrscrrttcrrsie, ir ()cct tt-5

i1 tlte lt1*'larrtl rcqitlts ttl Antteltia, Azcrbaijrttl, rtlrtl (leol'qi.rl ir is

unlilto\\,lt u,cst olSttrrrttt I'ass. L.lrttil rccelttl\', rlll isolrttecl ptlpLrle-

tion cristecl on (-rrpc I)itsLrtrcle in Ablihazie. ()trtsiclc the (..ttte.tstt:,
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