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for overwintering in the second half of November. On the coast of
the Sea of Japan, they appear earlier than in the mountains. The

first clutches are laid at the end of May. In the northern part of the

range, fenrales produce r-z clutches per season, while in the south'

three clutches of z-8 eggs each, measuring 6.1-g.S x Io't-I2.i mm,

are the norm. Each female lays on average II-I2 (up to 2l) eggs per

season. The voung with body lengths of 2.6-z'9 cm hatch in late

Ar_rgust or early September. Amur Grass Lizards reache sexual ma-

turity,, apparently, after their second winter. They feed on insects

and their larvae, and other small invertebrates, mainly spiders.

Conservation status: Population numbers are stable within the

species' range, and in no need of any conservation measures.

Mountain Grass Lizard
Thbydromus woheri FrscuEn, r88y

Figs. 36o-364, Map 74

The Mountain Grass Lizardwas originally described from North

Korea, hence the Russian common name (Kopeircxilfl Äo-llfox-

ROCTKa = Korean Longtail) of the species.

External appearance: The Mountain Grass Lizard is a small and

slender lacertid reaching a body length of 58 mm' with a tail of
approximately wice this size. The rostral scale does not touch the

frontonasal scale; it is separated from it by the nasal scale . Prefron-

tal scales contact each other or are separated by a small scale. The

subocular scale widely touches the edge oF the lip; the t1'mpanic

is well defined. There are four pair of infralabial scales; the line of
the posterior edge of the rhird pair of rhese scales is straighr. The

collar is poorly developed.

Fig. 162: Yotrr.rg Motrntrrin Grirss Lizards , Thh.l,dronttrs tuo/teri,:tre exPert clinlbers.

I. Mest.ove

The large dorsal scales, with low longitudinal keels' are arranged

in 7-8 longitudinal rows. Vertebral and dorsolateral scales are

keeled and several times smaller than the dorsal scales. The lateral

scales are keeled and arranged in z-3 longitudinal rows.

Mountain Grass Lizards are brown or olive-grey above, with a

lulvous or black-brown stripe along the vertebral line that pass-

es onto the tail. The wide, dark lateral srripes on the bottom are

edged with a narrow, white or bluish line. The venrer is yellorv-

ish-rvhite, and the throat and chest are greenish-blue. Juveniles are

dark, almost black.

Distinguishing features: The Mor-rntain Grass Lizard is very sim-

ilar to the Amur Grass Lizard, from which it diflers by its smaller

size, by having only one inguinal Pore on each side, and by some

other characters.
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Figs. 16o-36r: Position and nurttber ol
irrgtrirral pores in Ttk,l'dronttn species: Arrlttr

Grass Lizard (above), Mountairr Grass Lizillcl
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Fig. 162 Yottt.rs Motrntrrin Grirss Lizards
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Reptilia: Squamata: "Lacertilia:" Lacertidae : Zootoca r9)

Distribution and subspecies: The Mountain Grass Lizard is com-
mon in Korea, on Sosu Island, in south-eastern Manchuria and in
eastern China. In Russia, it is found in the extreme sourh of the
Primorsky Region, nearly up to the Iman River valley.

No subspecies have been described.

Natural history: This lizard inhabits only open areas such as

steppe areas with grass and shrub vegetation, the outskirts of for-
ests, meadows and marshes. In case of danger, it willingly goes into
the water and it swims well. The Mountain Grass Lizard moves
swiftly in grass and can climb shrubs. Its activiry is diurnal. This
species comes out from overwintering in the first half of May.
Clutches consist of up to nine eggs and deposited in early June. At
least rwo clutches are produced per season. Hatchlings are J.z-4.2
cm long and leave the nest in August-September. The diet of the
Mountain Grass Lizard consists of insects (orthopterans and bee-

tles) and arachnids. The ecology of this rare species has not been

studied well. Due ro rhe reclamation of meadows by man, rhe
populations of this species are in decline.

Conservation status: The conservation starus of the species has

not been assessed.

Genus Zootoca'Wacrnn" r83o

Forest lizards

Until quite recently, this monorypic genus was considered a sub-
genus of the genus Lacerta.

Members of the genus Zootoca differ from members of other
lacertid lizard genera by a combinarion of features. These differ-
ences bear on the morphology of the skull (the postorbital and
postfrontal bones of newborns are merged), the lack of microchro-
mosomes in the karyotype, the existence of several chromosome
races, and rwo modes of reproduction (ovoviviparity in the ma-
jority of the species range, and oviparity in cenrral and southern
Europe), as well as a number of other characteristics.

The teeth on the pterygoid bones are absent. Body length does

not exceed 76 mm. The head is thick, small in size; the limbs and
tail are relatively short. The tail is cylindrical in cross-section. The
collar is well defined and scalloped.

Fig, 161: Dorsal colour parrern o[the Mor-rnrain Grass Liz:rrd.

Fig. 164: Ti'pical habitat of the N'lountain Grass Lizard in the Primorski'Krai. L Meslova


