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Abstract. The south-western part of Mehedinţi County comprises many herpetofauna species, 
compared to most regions in Romania. This is how we managed to encounter 14 amphibian 
species (Salamandra salamandra, Lissotriton vulgaris, Triturus cristatus, Triturus dobrogicus, 
Bombina bombina, Bombina variegata, Pelobates fuscus, Bufo bufo, Bufo viridis, Hyla arborea, 
Pelophylax ridibundus, Pelophylax lessonae, Rana dalmatina, Rana temporaria) plus Pelophylax kl. 
esculentus and 15 reptile species (Emys orbicularis, Testudo hermanni, Ablepharus kitaibelii, Lacerta 
agilis, Lacerta viridis, Podarcis muralis, Podarcis taurica, Darevskia praticola, Anguis fragilis, 
Zamenis longissimus, Dolichophis caspius, Coronella austriaca, Natrix natrix, Natrix tessellata, 
Vipera ammodytes). Salamandra salamandra, Bombina variegata and Rana temporaria were 
identified at very low altitudes, lower than any other indication from Romania up to present. 
This is explained by the fact that mountain valleys, bearing here a typical aspect, reach all the 
way to the Danube, carrying with them the occurring species. In Blahnita Plain, Darevskia 
praticola appears in cleared areas, being present in the vegetation girdles bordering the canals 
found between agricultural fields. 
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Introduction 
 
Mehedinţi County is situated in the south-
western part of Romania (Fig.1), this region 
of the country fully benefiting from sub-
Mediterranean climate influences (Tufescu 
et al. 1995). These influences are felt both in 
the annual thermal average and the annual 
rainfall average (Stoenescu et al. 1966). Due 
to these factors, the south-western part of 
Romania is a region in which sub-Medi-
terranean flora and fauna elements appear 
(Tufescu et al. 1995). Further more, in 

Mehedinţi County we have mountain units 
belonging to the Carpathian Mountains 
right near low plain areas (Posea & Badea 
1984). Thus, relief diversity induces a vast 
mosaic of habitats which, combined with 
the climate regime, has many effects on the 
herpetofauna. Due to the high amount of 
sub-Mediterranean elements one of the 
most special herpetofauna complexes from 
Romania inhabits this area as previously 
signaled (Fuhn & Vancea 1961, Fuhn 1970, 
1975). Contributions regarding the distri-
bution of these species continued to appear 
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along time: for example, Hermann's tortoise 
was recently indicated in areas from the 
Danube’s narrow path (Rozylowicz et al. 
2003, Rozylowicz 2008, Covaciu-Marcov et 
al. 2005). Despite of these particularities, 
few explicit studies have been made for the 
herpetofauna of the region, in comparison 
with other, much more ecologically uniform 
areas of the country. In the past, this area 
was strongly affected by human activities, 
with the construction of the “Porţile de 
Fier” Dam, a fact that lead to the extinction 
of some species from this region (Fuhn 
1975). Along with some work dedicated to 
this area (Fuhn 1970, 1975, Şerban 1972), 
scarce data about the herpetofauna of the 
region are found in manuscripts concerning 
the entire Oltenia (Cruce 1971a, b) or in the 
monographs on Romania’s herpetofauna 
(Fuhn 1960, Fuhn & Vancea 1961, Cogălni-
ceanu et al. 2000, Iftime 2005). This situation 
pushed us to undergo studies in this area, 
aiming to contribute to the knowledge of 
species assemblage and geographic distri-
bution of herpetofauna from this region in 
Romania. 

 
 

Material and Methods 
 
The study took place between 2005 and 2008. In each 
of the 4 years, we made 2 or even 3 field trips in the 
area, each taking about 3-4 days. The investigated 
area is represented by the south-western part of 
Mehedinţi County, having the Caras Severin County 
as western border and the Danube as southern. Not 
having a natural border to the north and to the east, 
this area reaches near the town of Vânju Mare to the 
east (Fig.1). The studied area comprises a high sector, 
situated in the western part, representing parts of the 
Almaj Mountains, but also a plain sector, to the 
south-east, representing the Blahnita Plain (Posea & 
Badea 1984). Between these, there is also a part of the 
Mehedinţi Plateau and of the Strehaia Plateau 
(Mândruţ 2006).  

The method used was that of transects (Cogălni-
ceanu 1997), making several trips to most of the 51 
localities from the studied area and in many of them 
investigating more than one habitat. The encounter-
ed animals were identified directly in some cases, 
without the need of capturing. The reptiles were all 
captured by hand, without any exception. Capturing 
animals was necessary in spring for amphibians and 
especially for newts, which are found in large ponds, 
with murky water throughout their breeding period, 
in which they cannot be observed. The newts were 
collected with various types of nets, mounted on 
metallic poles of different lengths. After capturing, 
all the animals were always released back to their 
habitats of origin, being sometimes photographed 
prior to that. Only road-killed animals were con-
served. This was especially the case of the road going 
parallel with the Danube, from Drobeta Turnu-Seve-
rin, towards Orsova, all the way through the investi-
gated area to the limit with Caraş-Severin County. 
Road-killed animals were present in large numbers 
especially in spring and autumn, their identification 
helping to establish the composition and the geogra-
phic distribution of this region’s herpetofauna.  

 
 

Results 
 

In the south-western part of the Mehedinţi 
County we identified 29 herpetofauna spe-
cies (Appendix 1, Figs 2-3)., along with a 
category of hybrids between two amphibian 
species. Out of the entire 29 species, 14 were 
amphibians: Salamandra salamandra, Lissotri-
ton vulgaris, Triturus cristatus, Triturus dobro-
gicus, Bombina bombina, Bombina variegata, 
Pelobates fuscus, Bufo bufo, Bufo viridis, Hyla 
arborea, Pelophylax ridibundus, Pelophylax 
lessonae, Rana dalmatina, Rana temporaria and 
15 were reptiles: Emys orbicularis, Testudo 
hermanni, Ablepharus kitaibelii, Lacerta agilis, 
Lacerta viridis, Podarcis muralis, Podarcis 
taurica, Darevskia praticola, Anguis fragilis, 
Zamenis longissimus, Dolichophis caspius, 
Coronella austriaca, Natrix natrix, Natrix 
tessellata, Vipera ammodytes. The hybrids 
were represented by Pelophylax kl. escu-
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lentus, an intermediate form between Pelo-
phylax ridibundus and Pelophylax lessonae. 

We’ve analyzed the distribution of the 
29 species and the hybrid form in the 51 
localities from the studied area. Thus, we 

identified 499 localities for the encountered 
species in the 51 field localities (Appendix 
1). Among the amphibians, one species – 
Rana temporaria – is indicated as a premiere 
for this region.  

 

 
 

Figure 1.   Location of the research area in Romania 

 
 
Salamandra salamandra is only found 

in the high afforested sectors of the 
studied region, occurring only to the 
west of Drobeta Turnu - Severin. This 
distribution is in accordance with the 
ecological needs of the species (Cogălni-
ceanu et al. 2000). However, the sala-
mander has been identified at only 100m 
asl., in Vodita Valley, including downhill 

of the monastery (Fig. A., B.). This is so far the 
lowest altitude in the country at which the 
species has been found, previously being 
encountered by us at 150m asl. in northern 
Romania (Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2007a). 

Lissotriton vulgaris is the best represented 
newt in the area, mainly present in the plain 
sectors but also appearing in the high ones. We 
haven’t identified this species uphill of Turnu 
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– Severin, probably because of the almost 
complete absence of breeding habitats, 
which in turn is most likely caused by the 
very steep slopes from the Danube’s 
narrow path, that don’t allow much room 
for water accumulations. 

Triturus cristatus is very rare, en-
countered in only two localities, situated 
in the higher areas of the Mehedinţi 
Plateau. Just like the previous species, it 
is missing from the Danube’s narrow 
path due to the same causes - more 

drastic and obvious at a larger sized species.  
Triturus dobrogicus is even rarer than the 

above mentioned species, being identified in 
just one locality. It usually only occurs in the 
plain area, being a species characteristic to this 
relief (Cogălniceanu et al. 2002, Arntzen et al. 
2006). The detail explains the absence of the 
Danube crested newt from the region, the 
studied plain sector having a very low degree 
of humidity. The identified population is 
localized near the Danube (Fig. C.), in the area 
where  the  Blahnita River  flows  into  the  Da- 

 
 

     
 

      
 

Figure 1. /A.  Distribution of the recorded amphibian species in the the research area. 
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from the Vodiţa Valley 

Figu
a 

at the Vodiţa Valley, near de Vodiţa Monastery. 

 

Figure A.  S. salamandra 

 
 
 
 
 

 
re B. Habitat of S. Salamandra, B. variegata, P. 
esculentus, P. ridibundus, P. muralis and N. tesselat

 
 

 
 

Figure C.  Habitat of T. dobrogicus, L. vulg a  near Balta Verde locality aris, B. bombin
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nube. 
Bombina bombina is common for the plain 

area, being present mostly in the artificial 
canals alongside roads or agricultural fields. 
Nevertheless, it can also be found in water 
accumulations from the Hinova - Ostrovul 
Corbului area (Fig. D). 

Bombina variegata is also common in the 
region, but it only populates the high sector 
from the western part of the studied area. It 
is present in small waters, mostly small 
streams flowing in the Danube. One re-
markable fact is that here Bombina variegata 
is found down to only 90m asl., even in the 
area where the Vodita Valley (Fig. B) flows 
into the Danube. This is, until now, the low-
est altitude ever documented for this species 
in Romania (Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2007b). 

Pelobates fuscus inhabits only the low 
area of the Blahnita Plain. We observed the 
species in just two localities, but it’s pro-
bably better represented in the region, being 
though difficult to spot because of it noctur-
nal activity. 

Bufo bufo was identified only in the 
higher and afforested sectors from the 
western part of the studied area. 

Bufo viridis is, unlike the other Bufo 
species, very widespread, present in the 
entire territory of the studied area. Nu-
merous individuals are killed by traffic each 
year, both on main and secondary roads. 

Hyla arborea can be found throughout 
the entire region as well, but with a greater 
concentration of populations around forest 
sectors. In lower areas, it also appears in the 
vegetation from the sides of canals. 

Pelophylax ridibundus is an abundant 
species, present in all the area investigated, 
despite the relatively low humidity. The 
species is found upstream on the Danube 
tributaries, even in sectors with a fast flow 

and rocky riverbed, having the appearance 
of a mountainous landscape. 

Pelophylax lessonae is rare in the region, 
being identified only in the 3 locations in 
which it was recently cited (Covaciu-
Marcov et al. 2008). The populations are 
rather small in numbers, especially in the 
Vodita Valley. 

Pelophylax kl. esculentus is present in 
more localities than the previous, being 
encountered both in the high and in the 
plain sector. In the latter, it occurs in open 
swampy areas but also in nearby forests, 
while in the higher sector it is to be found 
near streams flowing to the Danube. 

Rana dalmatina is a common species for 
the forest sectors of the studied area. 

Rana temporaria is very rare, identified in 
only two locations, alongside some Danube 
tributaries, in the high sector with humid, 
dense forests. It comes down to 140m asl., 
an altitude representing the lowest docu-
mented so far for this species in Romania. 

Emys orbicularis was found in a small 
number of localities, but spread rather 
evenly throughout the entire study area. It 
appears both in the plain sector, where it 
inhabits permanent waters or artificial 
canals, and the Danube’s narrow path, 
uphill from the Portile de Fier Dam. In this 
latter case, it is present in the semi-per-
manent streams flowing to the Danube, 
mainly in gulfs that they create before dis-
charging. 

Testudo hermanni is common and distri-
buted in the entire region. 

Ablepharus kitaibelii is a rare species, pre-
sent in few localities, all of them in affo-
rested areas. Most of these are located in the 
higher sector, with the exception of one 
locality situated in the plain: the forests near 
Vânju Mare. 
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Figure 1./B.  Distribution of the recorded amphibian species in the the research area 
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Figure 1./C. Distribution of the recorded 

amphibian species in the the research area
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Figure D.  Habitat of B. bombina, Hyla arborea and water frogs  near Hinova locality 
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Lacerta agilis is extremely rare, being 
identified only in two locations from the 
plain sector. It inhabits vegetation girdles 
near ditches and canals, bein

as with a higher humidity. 
Lacerta viridis is common, being present 

in the entire studied re
large populations. 
Podarcis muralis occupies the entire 

higher sector, found espec
as in very high numbers. 
Podarcis taurica (Fig. E) is characteristic 

only for the lower sectors. However, it 
occurs somewhat to the west of Turnu Seve-
rin, on the hills near Dudaşu Schelei. In the 
inhabited areas (Fig. E) it is very abund

ng the most common lizard species.  
Darevskia praticola is relatively rare, but 

present in the high and plain sectors as well, 
where it appears to have been found for the 
first time. Generally, it is present in forests, 
but exceptionally it can occur alongside 
Lacerta agilis in the plain in vegetation along 
canals found in

Anguis fragilis is, again, a rare specie
nd strictly in the high, afforested area. 
Zamenis longissimus is, once more, rare, 

observed only in the higher, forest sectors. 
Occasionally

he area. 
Dolichophis caspius is a species charac-

teristic to the region, being widespread 
throughout 

in areas. 
Coronella austriaca was encountered in a 

low number of localities, situated 
tors and always in forest areas. 
Natrix natrix is present in the entire 

investigated region, not being limited by 
altitude or presence of forest

r some permanent waters. 
Natrix tessellata is rarer than its con-

genus species, being only present near some 
mountain streams from the high sector. 
Numerous individuals were found on stone 
walls near the Danube, and hun

m are annually killed by traffic. 
Vipera ammodytes is present in the high, 
ky
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Figure 2./A.  Distribution of the recorded reptile species in the the research area 
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Figure 2./B.  Distribution of the recorded reptile species in the the research area 
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  Habitat (left) and adult male (right) of P. taurica near the Iron Gate II.
 

 

  

Figure 2./C. Distribution of the recorded 
reptile species in the the research area 

 
 

 

 
 

Figure E.  
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T
County presents a special abundance of 
herpetofauna species reunited on the same 
territory, as opposed to other regions in 
Romania. Thus, in this area we have the 
greatest indicated number of species, by 
comparison to other areas in the country 
(Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2002, 2003, 2004, 
2006a, 2009, Ghira 1997, Gherghel et al. 
2007). This fact is a consequence of the eco-
logical mosaic of the region, but also of the 
large percentage of termophilous species, 
not found in other regions in Romania.  

Another particularity of this regi
petofauna is the large number of reptile 

species. Generally for Romania, in the case 
of herpetofauna, it’s the amphibians that 
prevail, due to the more humid and colder 
climate. In Mehedinţi County, the large 
number of reptile species is a result of the 
southern position of the county, in an area 
with plenty of sub-Mediterranean influen-
ces (Tufescu et al. 1995). Another Romanian 
region where reptiles are more numerous is 
Dobrudja (Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2006b). 

In the case of amphibians, the spec
emblage is rather similar to other parts of 

the country (Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2002, 
2003, 2004, 2006 a, Gherghel et al. 2007, 
Strugariu et al. 2006). The relatively large 
number of species by comparison to other 
areas in southern Romania, like Dobrudja 
(Covaciu-Marcov et al. 2006b), is a con-
sequence of the relief mosaic allowing for 
the presence of both plain and high sector 
species in the investigated area. Further 
more, the Danube has a strong influence 

dity and vast hydrographic network. How-
ever, most amphibian species aren’t gene-
rally very abundant. The situation is more 
obvious in the drier, plain sector (Stoenescu 
et al 1966), where the most common species, 
represented by large populations, is Bufo 
viridis. Besides that, amphibians have larger 
populations in Danube tributaries from the 
higher, afforested area of the Danube’s 
narrow path. 

Among amphibians, the newts are not 
usually well 

int of view of indicated localities and 
observed individuals. In the plain sectors, 
this is probably due to the dry climate 
limiting some aquatic habitats. In places 
where adequate aquatic habitats are found, 
one can usually find both newt species. 
However, in most cases, Lissotriton vulgaris 
is the only species found in the plain sector, 
despite the fact that it inhabits large and 
permanent canals, also suitable for the 
Danube crested newt. The absence of 
Triturus dobrogicus from these biotopes is 
therefore not due strictly to the absence of 
the satisfactory aquatic habitat, but also to 
the absence of the necessary land territory 
used after the mating season, because the 
canals are almost always surrounded by 
agricultural fields. If a small newt like 
Lissotriton vulgaris can survive in a small 
vegetation girdle after the completion of its 
aquatic period, the same does not apply to a 
larger newt like Triturus dobrogicus. This 
situation has, in time, lead to the extinction 
of the latter species from such habitats still 
inhabited by common newt. Further more, 
several fish species are often present in 
these habitats. 

In the higher sector, newts are again rare 
despite the hig
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suc

a-
nia

ssarily to the Da-
nu

northern limit of their distri-
bu

ceed in identifying either the crested 
newts or the common newt in the Danube’s 
narrow path area, although both species are 
present in the Mehedinţi Plateau, situated to 
the north. Their absence is the effect of the 
very steep hillsides from this area, on which 
breeding ponds do not form, not even for 
the common newt. The puddles alongside 
roads, which are in other regions used by 
the common newts, are very ephemeral 
here, all being temporary. Otherwise, the 
absence of newts from the steep sector near 
the Danube appears to be general, the same 
situation being recorded in Caraş Severin 
County, too (Covaciu-Marcov et al 2005). 

Large differences are encountered in the 
case of reptiles compared to other Rom

n regions, as was previously stated by 
Fuhn 1975. Thus, many southern, Medi-
terranean elements, found in Romania at 
their northern limit of their area are present 
here, from which we can mention: Testudo 
hermanni, Ablepharus kitaibelii, Darevskia pra-
ticola, Dolichophis caspius or Vipera ammodytes 
(Fig. F). Meanwhile, common elements from 
Romania like Lacerta agilis, usually tied to 
wet areas, are extremely rare here. Further 
more, elements related to a colder climate, 
like Vipera berus or Zootoca vivipara, were, of 
course, not identified. The indication of 
Zootoca vivipara as abundant in the region 
(Serban 1972) is from our point of view 
most improbable, being as previously 
argued (Fuhn 1975) the result of confusion 
with Darevskia praticola. 

Our study brings its most important 
contributions not nece

be’s narrow path area, but to the south-
eastern corner of the region, in the “horse-
shoe”-like area between the Danube and 
Blahnita. Here we’ve signaled more species 
as premieres compared to data from 2005 
(Iftime 2005). It is mainly the case of 

southern reptile species like Testudo 
hermanni, Ablepharus kitaibelii, Darevskia 
praticola or Dolichophis caspius. However, 
despite the fact that these species were not 
mentioned in the 2005 paper, data regarding 
the presence of some of them is found in an 
older, less known paper, usually ignored 
due to the amount of errors it contains 
(Serban 1972). The presence of these species 
in the area is logical both from the 
zoogeographical and ecological points of 
view, due to the southern location of the 
region, benefiting from high temperatures 
(Stoenescu et al. 1966) and from favorable 
habitats for these species (Fig. G). The 
region looks like a forest steppe, with many 
islands of woods found among sand dunes, 
all in a rural area, with very little human 
impact. Thus, the presence of the above 
mentioned species is logical and the fact 
that they was not found here before can 
only be because of lack of studies, or quality 
studies, in the area. We could also speculate 
about their presence more to the east, along-
side the Danube, as long as suitable habitats 
are present. 

Mediterranean elements found in Roma-
nia at their 

tion area are present in both the high and 
the plain sector. The nose-horned viper is 
the only exception, due to its special eco-
logical needs, the species occurring only in 
rocky areas. The encountered species are 
almost always found in their typical bio-
topes. The exception is Darevskia praticola 
(Fig. H), species considered in Romania to 
inhabit only forests (Fuhn&Vancea 1961, 
Iftime 2005) but the same is true for the rest 
of its areal (Arribas 1999, Helmer et al. 1988, 
Strijbosch et al. 1989). We, too, have gene-
rally observed this species in woods, in wet 
and shaded areas, with the exception of 
Blahnita Plain  where surprisingly,  it occurs 
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Figure F.  V. ammodytes from Topolnita Monastery. 

in atypical habitats (Fig. H). This is how, areas also, the species is known to occur 

 
 

besides forests, this species has been found 
to live in a narrow grassy vegetation girdle 
bordering some permanent canals on the 
plain, usually between agricultural fields or 
grasslands in many localities. This vege-
tation girdle is usually about 4-5 m wide. In 
many cases, the closest forest is at about 20 
km from the habitat, and yet the lizard is 
abundant near these canals. Darevskia 
praticola sometimes shares these habitats 
with Lacerta agilis, which is restricted to 
them throughout the studied region. It is 
likely that these canals follow old streams 
that initially passed through forested areas. 
After these forests were cleared, the lizard 
populations have retreated and survived 
near the canals, which at least offer 2 very 
important ecological factors: humidity 
(Darevsky 1997) and grassy vegetation 
(Strijbosch et al 1989). However, in other 

near streams or swamps (Arnold 2002). 
Thus, the canals between the agricultural 
fields in Blahnita Plain can be considered 
safe grounds for herpetofauna, due to their 
higher degree of humidity, in an area 
dominated by a hot and dry climate. If the 
above mentioned scenario is demonstrated, 
the Darevskia praticola  populations from the 
Blahnita Plain canals are relicts of a wider 
areal in the region, one fragmented and 
reduced by man. 

Another important result is the identi-
fication in the Danube’s narrow path of 
more than one amphibian species that are 
found here at lower altitudes than any-
where else in Romania (Fuhn 1960, Cogăl-
niceanu et al. 2000, Ghira et al. 2002, Iftime 
2005). We are talking about Salamandra sala-
mandra – found down to 100 m asl – Bombina 
variegata – down to 90 m asl – and Rana 
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temporaria –down to 140 m asl. In the nor-
thern part of the country, the occurence of 
some amphibian species at lower altitudes 
can simply be explained by the colder and 
more humid climate (Micluţă 1970, Cova-
ciu-Marcov et al. 2003). This explanation, 
however, could not hold for Mehedinţi 
County,  but  still,  there has  to be  a general 
cause, since it implies 3 different species. 
We think therefore that the occurence of 
these species at such low altitudes here is a 
consequence of the occurence of their 
favorable habitats, streching towards the 
Danube, along its tributaries. This alti-
tudinal drop of the favorable habitats surely 
implies the same for their corresponding 
herpetofauna. Thus, typical mountain 
valleys, with wet biotopes, bring their 
amphibian inhabitants all the way to their 
mouth into the Danube. As a conclusion, the 
occurence of favorable habitat stands above 
the classic rule of the minimum altitude, 
this usually being the limit of the habitat 
itself. 

 
 

The above mentioned details, throw new 
light on the supposed situation prior to the 
construction of the “Portile de Fier” Dam, 
when the valleys arrived lower than at 
present and would have flown into the 
Danube at a different point. For example, 
before the dam, Bombina bombina was cited 
in puddles right near the Danube (Fuhn 
1970), situation not existing at present and 
only observed at the other end of the 
narrow path, towards Bazias (Covaciu-
Marcov et al. 2005). Although in the south-
western part of Mehedinţi County both 
species of the Bombina genus are present, we 
have never come across a hybrid popu-
lation. This fact is due to the very distinctive 
limit between the two species distribution 
areas and again, mostly because of the dam 
presence. However, there still are some 
noticeable residual signs of hybridisation on 
the present Bombinas here, left by the 
disappeared Bombina bombina. Thus, we 
found here individuals of Bombina variegata 
with an orange underbelly, a majority of the  

 
 

Figure G.  Typical habitat of T. hermanni and D. caspius  near the Iron Gate II. 
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Figure H.  Habitat (up) and adult (down) of D. praticola near Scapau locality. 
 
 

bla gment, or with more developed 
voc l sacs. This is how the construction of 

habitats greatly affecting the amphibians 
(Cushman 2006). The situation is not only 

ck pi
a

the dam strongly affected the herpetofauna, 
the disappearance or the separation of 

valid for the Bombinas, since the construc-
tion of the dam is also responsible for the 
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extinction of Triturus dobrogicus and 
Pelobates syriacus from the area (Fuhn 1975). 
Triturus dobrogicus was only found more 
downstream on the Danube. Still, both 
species most likely occur downstream of 
Turnu Severin, at least Pelobates syriacus. 
The fact that we couldn’t find it can be a 
consequence of its nocturnal life combined 
with rarity so its absence is not quite 
beyond contestation. 

The human impact on the herpetofauna 
of this region is very obv

 

ious, although 
dif

n of the 
can

ferent depending on the sector. The 
strongest impact is seen in the higher sector 
although, which is quite paradoxical, with 
part of the area included in a National Park. 
The plain sector is now little affected 
because there is no industry, and the 
agriculture is minimal, even though it was 
much more practiced in the past. In the 
high sector, there is industry, more roads 
and also a strong direct tourism impact. 
Tourists kill many animals and also leave a 
huge quantity of waste. Thus, near the 
Vodita Monastery, biology students are 
periodically collecting the wastes, but sadly 
with little effect, since it only lasts a few 
days. Also, in Turnu Severin – Dubova 
region, the urban sprawl is destroying 
habitats and stressing the animals. 

In the plain sector, the strongest impact 
is represented by the reconstructio

als (Fig. I). These actions destroy the 
herpetofauna that has found refuge in them 
and sometimes is only present here – as is 
the case for Darevskia praticola and Lacerta 
agilis. The canals between agricultural fields 
represent very important habitats for the 
semi-aquatic herpetofauna just like in other 
regions (Kati et al. 2007). Traffic also kills 
almost any herpetofauna species here, the 
number of roadkills reaching thousands in 
spring. This type of mortality negatively 

affects the herpetofauna in numerous other 
regions, too (Krecsák et al. 2004, Tóth et al. 
2006). 

 

 
 

Figure I. Anthropogenic impact on the D. praticola 
habitat from Scapau. 

he areas with the most diverse her-
petofauna are represented by valleys flow-
ing

 
 
T

 into the Danube. We have grouped here 
most of the species, on different levels of 
habitats, with even some aquatic tortoises 
being present at the river mouth. In the 
plain sector, the islands of forest are reser-
voirs of a special herpetofauna or, in their 
absence, the canals. The southern species, 
found also in unusual habitats, should 
benefit from a real protection in the region. 
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	Abstract. The south-western part of Mehedinţi County comprises many herpetofauna species, compared to most regions in Romania. This is how we managed to encounter 14 amphibian species (Salamandra salamandra, Lissotriton vulgaris, Triturus cristatus, Triturus dobrogicus, Bombina bombina, Bombina variegata, Pelobates fuscus, Bufo bufo, Bufo viridis, Hyla arborea, Pelophylax ridibundus, Pelophylax lessonae, Rana dalmatina, Rana temporaria) plus Pelophylax kl. esculentus and 15 reptile species (Emys orbicularis, Testudo hermanni, Ablepharus kitaibelii, Lacerta agilis, Lacerta viridis, Podarcis muralis, Podarcis taurica, Darevskia praticola, Anguis fragilis, Zamenis longissimus, Dolichophis caspius, Coronella austriaca, Natrix natrix, Natrix tessellata, Vipera ammodytes). Salamandra salamandra, Bombina variegata and Rana temporaria were identified at very low altitudes, lower than any other indication from Romania up to present. This is explained by the fact that mountain valleys, bearing here a typical aspect, reach all the way to the Danube, carrying with them the occurring species. In Blahnita Plain, Darevskia praticola appears in cleared areas, being present in the vegetation girdles bordering the canals found between agricultural fields.
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